Bilkent University, Computer Engineering Department, Fall 2016
CS533: Information Retrieval Systems

Assignment No. 1 - News Chain Annotations

Assignment Date: 06.10.2016 - Due Date: 17.10.2016, till 23:59

1. Background

News portals daily present lots of news obtained from various sources to news consumers. In our
case, given a news article as input, @ news chain is defined as a set of news articles that expose a
story about the input news. Members of a news chain are related to each other directly or indirectly
(i.e. explicit or implicit(hidden) relations between news articles can be seen).

A news article is defined as relevant to the input, in this annotation, if its members belong to the
same topic with the input. A news topic is defined as a set of news articles strongly related to a real
life event. For instance, "flood disaster of istanbul in 2009" is a news topic.

A transition between two adjacent news articles is meaningful or coherent if they both are about
the same topic or otherwise, the topic transition between them can be interpreted as logical. For
instance, the transition between two news articles that are about "flood disaster of 2009" and
"economical progress of Istanbul in 2009" can be interpreted as logical.

2. Tasks
In this assignment, you are required to complete total of 12 tasks. In each task, you need to;

(i) read all news articles in the given chain in order; for instance, you have to read 3™ news
article after you read 2™ news article, in other words you cannot read 5" news article in the
chain after reading 2™ news article (news content can be viewed by double-clicking),

(ii) answer all questions given at the bottom of the chain. Note that each question must be
answered independently from other tasks/chains.

3. Details of the Annotation Program

You are going to complete your tasks via the annotation program that can be downloaded from
(http://cs.bilkent.edu.tr/~ctoraman/annotation.rar). You need Internet connection to login into the
annotation program. You must connect to Internet inside of Bilkent Campus or via Bilkent VPN.

3.1 Login Screen
Each annotator has a username and password to login. Username and passwords will be sent to your
e-mail.

3.2 Familiarity Screen
In this window, you are asked to answer about your pre-knowledge on 3 news topics: "Ukrainian
riots", "Truck pulled over in Hatay while going to Syria", and "Match-fixing case of Fenerbahge".
Figure 1 shows a sample familiarity screen. Once you finish answering these questions, you will not
see this screen again.
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'elcome Misafir Kullamci! Your task is shown below:

News ... Status Start Date [y/m/d h:m:s] End Date [y/m/d h:m:s] Total Spent Time

1 NOT COMPLETED NIA NIA 0 mins, 0 secs -
2 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

3 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

4 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs T
5 NOT COMPLETED MIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

G NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

7 NOT COMPLETED MNIA NIA 0 mins, 0 secs

3 NOT COMPLETED NIA NIA 0 minsg, 0 secs

9 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

10 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

11 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

12 NOT COMPLETED MIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs

13 NOT COMPLETED MNIA MNIA 0 mins, 0 secs -

| Select || Help | | Quit |

Figure 2. A sample tasks screen.

3.4 Annotation Screen
A sample annotation screen is given in Figure 3. This window consists of two sub-panels:

(i) Top- panel: News Chain
News articles in the chain are listed in the top of window. News snippets (first 200 characters
or less if length is less than 200) are given with the publication date in this list. If you double-
click on a news snippet, then full news content will be displayed.

(ii) Bottom- panel: Questions
Your task, news chain annotation, will be accomplished at the bottom panel. Here, you will
see several questions regarding the given news chain. Note that you have to first read all
news articles of the chain in order starting from first news article. At the bottom of this
panel, the "Save and Complete" button can be used to save the given answers and finish the
task. The "Close without Saving" button quits the task regardless of saving any given answer.

Note that each question must be answered independently from other tasks/chains.



rHaber zinciri 5 agadida verilen haber yazilanndan olugmaktadir. N

Order Date [d my] Snippet (Double click for the full text)
1 25 January 2014 |(**) Ukrayna'da uzlagma yokl Ukrayna-AB ile ortakhk anlag imzalanmamasina iki aydir isyan eden

27 January 2014 |Beyodlu'nda polis midahalesi. Beyodlu Ornekiepe Mahallesi Etibank Caddesi iizerinde saat 19.00 siralannda topl...
30 January 2014 |"Kamu binalanni derhal bosaltin®. Ukrayna Parlamentosu Bagkani Volodimir Rybak, diin kabul edilen af yasasina g
2 February 2014 | AKPi Adaya Tepki. Sanliurfa‘da, 30 Martta yapilacak yerel secimlerde AKP'den merkez Eyyibiye ilce Baskan adayi ...
13 February 2014 |CHP'den DSPYye gectiler. 30 Marttaki yerel secimler icin belediye baskan adaylanni gectigimiz hafta belirleyen CHP...
18 February 2014 |AKP'li adayin konvoyunda kaza: 1 6li. Konvoydaki hafif ticari arac yaklagik 100 metreden sarampole yuvarlandi, bas...
18 February 2014 | Girblz Capan adayliktan cekildi. Capan'in yerine kardesi Cetin Capan aday gésterildi. Hirriyetin haberine gére; G...
26 February 2014 | Sans Topu cekildi. Milli Piyango Idaresince dilzenlenen sans oyununun 663. hafta cekiliginde, kazandiran numaral...
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Liitfen yukanda verilen haber zincirindeki haberleri sirasiyla okuduktan sonra agagidaki sorulan cevaplayimiz
{Baz haber yazlarinin igerisinde RS S kaynagindan dolay eksikitekrarh ciimle olabilir):

1. (Familiarity) (**) ile igaretlenmig haber yazisiyla ilgili olaylar igin yukandaki haberleri okumadan
ance bilgi dereceniz ne diizeydeydi?
O Cok iyi biliyordum
O Biliyordum
O Az biliyordum
O Hig bilmiyordum

2. (Relevance) Haber zinciri, {(***} ile igaretlenmig haber yazisiyla ilgilidir.
' Kesinlikle Katiliyorum

O Katiliyorum

Figure 3. A sample annotation screen.

4. Grading

Your assignment will be finished when status of 12 tasks become "COMPLETED". Your assignment
will be graded based on the reliability of your answers. Please contact ctoraman@cs.bilkent.edu.tr
for any assistance and questions.



