
 
 
CS533 
Assignment No. 3 
April 22, 2008 
Due Date: April 26, Saturday, 23:59. 
  
This assignment is on reader-oriented summarization for Turkish.  Another possible description 
for it is query-biased summarization.  
  
We plan to use a summarization system in our Turkish Bilkent News Portal.  For example, 
documents matching a query will be summarized by paying attention to query words (your query 
words are the keywords to be used during summarization – see below-). 
  

1. Please summarize five different news articles.  

2. From my experience I know that first one or two summaries are not good.  After some 
experience it becomes easy.  In this process you are referred to as annotator.  

3. Choose Turkish news articles. 

4. Use the ROSS system for summarization.  The Web address has been sent to you by email.   
Please create an account and use the system. 

5. Make sure that the chosen news articles are long enough to produce a summary. 

6. You start doing summarization by copying and pasting the news to the panel (see the first 
figure on the next page).  You go to the next screen (by clicking "ileri").  Then you specify 
your keyword (anahtar kelimeler).  See Figure 2. 

7. Please make sure that you enter the news URL to the system.  For this purpose use the 
appropriate link. 

8. You have to summarize the news article by extracting sentences.  Perform the summarization 
from the view point of keywords (anahtar kelimeler). 

9. First determine the keywords that are important to you and then do summarization or you 
may glance the article and then choose your keywords.  

10. How many keywords should we use?  A few like the words you enter when you use a search 
engine on the Web. 

11. If you like use the Bilkent News Portal query interface and choose from news article 
matching your query.  (Link has been sent to you by email.) 

12. Does it mean that the extracted sentences must include the keywords?  Not necessarily, if it is 
done like that then generating a summary would be mechanical. 

13. Is it possible to summarize an article that does not contain any of the user keywords?  Yes. I 
had that experience and it was quite meaningful. 

14. Please do not include titles and sub titles in your summary.  Actually our parsers tries to not 
to include them as a possible sentence. 

15. We would like to have as many summaries as possible.  Please make sure that the news 
article that you have chosen has not been summarized before.  You can see the other news by 
clicking "Diger Haberler." 
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16. What kind of keywords to be used?  Can they be names such as Tayyip Erdogan.  Yes, but we 
would prefer ordinary words, i.e., words other than human and institution etc. names. 

17. Please enter approximate amount of time you spent for the summary. 

18. For more information about this project please refer to the Web site at the following address: 
http://tuna.ug.bcc.bilkent.edu.tr/~cigir/index.html 
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